THE WARS WITH FRANCE, 1793-1815    59

has no other object but to impede the communication
between nations, and to aggrandise the commerce and
industry of England by the ruins of the commerce and
industry of the continent*

6. As this is the object of England, all those who
carry on traffic in English commodities upon the con-
tinent, by doing so, second her views and render them-
selves her accomplices*

7* This conduct of England, which is altogether
worthy of the age of barbarism, has become advantage-
ous to that power to the prejudice of every other.

8, It is a right conferred by nature to oppose to an
enemy the weapons he employs against you, and to
fight against him in the same manner in which he
attacks, and this principle is recognised by all those
ideas of justice and liberal sentiments which distinguish
civilised societies.

" We therefore determine to employ against England
those principles which she has adopted in her maritime
code, so long as England refuses to acknowledge one and
the same law as applicable to sea and land, till she ceases
to consider private property, be it what it may, a good
prize, and until she shall apply the rights of blockade
only to places which her force is adequate to cut off
from communication/*

Then follow the Articles, declaring the British Isles
to be in a state of blockade, and all commerce and
correspondence with them prohibited; all English
subjects in countries occupied by the troops of France
or its allies to be prisoners of war; all commodities
belonging to English subjects and all the produce of
England and her colonies to be good prize; no neutral
ship which came direct from England or the English